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Abstract

This study, focused on the rationale of place-based, was to investigate “place attachment” and
“loyalty” of the Natural Museum of Natural Science (NMNS) and the National Taiwan Museum
of Fine Arts (NTMFA) from grade 8 students in Taichung. Two instruments, Place Attachment
(including Place Identity and Place Dependence) Scale and Loyalty Scale, developed purposively
for this study, were administrated to 208 students from 8 conveniently selected junior high schools.
The results showed that male students had significantly higher place attachment, place identity and
place dependence toward NMNS than females; however, no difference was found toward NTMFA.
There was no significant difference between urban and suburban students among all scales for
NMNS and NTMFA. Mothers’ education had significant influences on loyalty toward NMNS and
NTMFA. There was no difference between fathers’ education. Different self-reported levels of
knowledge on science and technology showed different place attachment, place dependence, and
loyalty toward NMNS. On the contrary, different self-reported levels of knowledge on arts had no
difference toward NTMFA and NMNS. All 4 variables for NMNA and NTMFA respectively had
significantly correlation between each pair. According to the findings, to strengthen the relationship
of informal institutes and neighboring area is suggested. It is recommended on the follow-up
studies in the future.

Key words: Place Attachment, Science Museum, Loyalty, Museum of Fine Arts, Junior High
Students
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