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Abstract

This study investigated what the major causes were for promoting students’ place attachment,
place meaning, environmental responsibility, and environmental action for the community in the
implementation of a place-based environmental education course at an indigenous elementary
school in eastern Taiwan. The environmental education course integrated the idea of place-
based education with environmental action through the teaching strategies such as place-based
experiential activities, issue investigation, art media, critical discussions, and community-
supported network. The subjects of the study were twelve 6th graders. The research design of the
study adopted qualitative approach. To assess the effect of learning process on students’ affective
domain and environmental action, qualitative data were collected through participant observations,
reflective thinking, discussions, students’ works, and interviews. The Ladder of Inference
developed by Argyris, Putnam, and Smith (2000) was used to analyze data. The results indicated
that the course can help students improve environmental awareness and sensitivity, increase
students’ place identification and emotional involvement for the place, develop place meaning and
values, and promote action competence and environmental action. Finally, implications were given
for future place-based environmental education program development and teaching strategies.
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Environmental Education
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