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Can You Guess What is Behind the News?
An Interdisciplinary Teaching That Integrated
Science and Media

Chun-Ju Huang
General Education Center, National Chung-Cheng University

Abstract

Under the rapid development of the technological society, various complicated
interdisciplinary issues have emerged. As a well-informed modern citizen, it is necessary to
have more comprehensive literacy and opinions in order to respond to this rapidly changing
society. Based on the concern, this study used science news texts as the subject matter, and
combined the knowledge about science and media to develop the Try to Guess Behind (TGB)
interdisciplinary teaching models for complex, diverse, and vague technological issues, including
4 steps of reading, guessing, summarizing, clarifying, through informal reasoning processes to
integrate students’ knowledge related to science and media. This study took the general education
course of a national university in southern Taiwan as a practice field. The participants included
88 students from two classes (21 from the Department of Science and Engineering and 67 from
departments other than Science and Engineering), the science perspective questionnaires, the
media perspective questionnaires, and in-depth interviews were used as research tools. The
results of the study showed that after the TGB teaching, students’ views on theory-laden science,
criticism of the media, and self-confidence on news interpretation significantly changed. In the
quality of scientific news monitoring, it was expressed from the reflection toward the expert and
the information sources in the media, media production process, and self-awareness to the media.
Relevant research results have a practical value for future inter-disciplinary teaching in university

level and the literacy-oriented education promoted by the 12-year compulsory education system.
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