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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the public’s opinion on the sustainable
development of national parks and neighboring communities from different perspectives. The
study area was conducted within Kenting National Park and a 30-km radius of the park area.
The research participants were divided into three categories: community residents, the general
public, and Kenting National Park staff. Investigators of this study collected quantitative data
from participants (N = 150) by using the questionnaire “Sustainable Development Issues in
Kenting National Park and its Neighboring Communities.” A random selection of 30 individuals
from the research participants were used for qualitative investigative purposes. Investigators used
open questionnaires and interviews to collect qualitative data from these individuals. Integrated
interpretation through quantitative and qualitative data analysis was employed in this study.
Results showed three important findings. First is that all three types of research participants
viewed the importance of sustainable development of Kenting National Park and its neighboring
communities, its management structure, its ecological construction, and its social economy.
Second, research participants viewed the most consistent purposes of Kenting National Park
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and its surrounding area were “education and training,” “environmental assessment,” “conflict
resolution mechanism,” “legislation,” and “ecological quality.” Differences in the perspectives
of the three groups of research participants included their “overall economic value” and
“direct investment” of the local economy, and the “conflict resolution mechanism” and “non-
governmental organization” projects in the management structure of the park. Further discussion

on other aspect of the analysis and recommendations for future investigation are also presented.
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