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Abstract

Most existing research focusing on the sense of place, environmental attitudes or
environmental behaviors were conducted at natural reserves. However, there is a lack of research
conducted at cultural heritage sites. Therefore, the target population for this study was chosen
to be the residents living near archaeological Peinan Site Park, which is a cultural heritage
site. The main purposes of this study were to determine (1) the residents’ place meaning to
Peinan Site Park, (2) the difference of place meaning and place attachment between different
background variables, and (3) the relationships between place meaning, place attachment, and
pro-environmental behavior intention. This research used mixed methods design combining
both qualitative and quantitative approaches. In this study, place meaning was first constructed
by resident interviews. Then, a questionnaire was developed to examine the relationships
among different variables. This study used stratified sampling method and received 325 valid
questionnaires. Results from collected data produced four themes: health promotion, impressive
memory, tribal culture, and archaeological site. Participants who had previously joined the
activities held by Peinan Site Park had significantly stronger place meaning and place attachment
than participants who had not previously joined the activities. Health promotion, impressive
memory, and tribal culture in place meaning had significant effects on place attachment.
Archaeological site and impressive memory in place meaning and place attachment had
significant effects on pro-environmental behavior intention. Finally, implications for future
research are presented.

Key words: Place Attachment, Place Meaning, Pro-Environmental Behavior Intention, Environmental
Education
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