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Abstract

Environmental destruction caused by humans is endangering the world’s sustainable
development. Humans need to reconstruct their relationships with nature in terms of emotions,
attitudes, beliefs, and values, to improve their ecological identities. This study used a multiple
case study approach to investigate the Kenting National Park volunteers’ motives to participate
in the volunteer services and their ecological identities. Ecological identity is a construct of
environmental psychology and a research topic that aims to uncover the interactions between
humans and nature throughout human history. This study conducted semi-structured interviews
with six participants to collect research data and used qualitative open coding to analyze their
motives to become a volunteer and the development of their ecological identities. The findings
show that the participants had diverse motives to become a volunteer, which might be influenced
by altruism, egoism (self-empowerment), and significant life experience. In addition, the
volunteer experience that provided opportunities for exploring the natural environment and
receiving positive feedback from tourists promoted the emotional and spiritual aspects of their
ecological identities.
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Motivation, Environmental Psychology

* Corresponding author: Paichi Pat Shein, pshein@mail.nsysu.edu.tw



	科學教育學刊30(2)-04 謝百淇

