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Han Students’ Identity as Science Learners
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Abstract

Investigating the minority and female students’ science learning from the perspectives of
identity is important recently. The purpose of this study is to compare the primary students’ identity
as science learners among Truku, Amis, and Han, and to explore the meaning of ethnic difference
of identity as science learners. Questionnaire survey was applied, and there were 1,227 4th to 6th
grade students from 27 primary schools responded to the questionnaire. The questionnaire named
“Primary Students” Identity of Science Learners’ includes four faces: engagement, imagination,
alignment, and nature. The results showed that indigenous students have positive identity, even
better than Han students in some faces. Truku students’ identity was higher than Han students’
in the total score and the face of “imagination.” In the face of “engagement,” Truku and Amis
students showed higher identity than Han students. The students with different ethnicities got
various identity although they are all regarded as indigenous people. Besides, the girls got higher
identity than the boys. Gender difference of students’ identity existed in Amis, but not in Truku
and Han. As a whole, this study reveals the cultural influence and particularity during identity
construction, and it is suggested that both cultural influence and particularity should be paid highly
attention in the future studies. Cultural differences should not be ignored under the big umbrella
named “indigenous people.”

Key words: Gender Difference, Identity as Science Learners, Comparison Between Indigenous
and Han Students
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